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‘ “Tf it’s a good SIGN, 1t's a good sign it's NELCO’ 














Harry Tarkowski 





Here at NELCO we take great pride and derive much satisfaction from 
designing and producing the finest metal sign letters that experience, 


money and materials can buy. 


From our humble beginning twenty-five years ago to our present status 
as one of the nation’s leading metal sign letter manufacturers, quality has 
always been the keystone of our efforts. We feel that the reputation of 
NELCO depends upon the rigid standards that we demand of our craftsmen 
and material suppliers. Our inspection and quality control of raw materials 


to finished product is your assurance of dependability. 


We personally feel this way about our product and are continuously striving 


to improve what is already accepted as the industry's best. 


In our new catalogue that we have prepared for your use most of the 
popular letter styles are displayed. However, our engineering staff will 
gladly assist you with any problems that may arise from a custom inquiry. 
Please feel free to call or write. 


Yours truly, 


F. T. Nelson, President 
NELCO METALCRAFT, Inc. 


Harry Tarkowski, Vice-President 


NELCO METALCRAFT, Inc. 


“Signs by NELCO — your SIGN of the best” 
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ABCDEFCHIIKLMNOPOR ST 
© UVWKYZE 


A bold, strong letter that 
Avera B'k'd Enamel 3 - 
Weight Icl'r or Sat'n Bright or implies strength and mas- 
ae Depth (6-4 Ed's) (Ghd baat basa | siveness. Easy readability 
suggests uses that cannot 
be misinterpreted. Many 
users find this style appro- 
priate where there is a 


shortage of top and bot- LEGANT FUTURA 


tom space. 








ABCCDDEFEG hiJKLMN@PRST 


Average B'k'd Enamel i 

Weight Width I cl'r or Sat'n Bright 
in Average of Alumilite Alumilite Oxidized 

Aluminum Width Stroke Depth (G'd Edg's) (G'd Edg's) Bronze 


One of our most popular 
faces.. Excellent with most 
contemporary architectural 
design. Available in full- 
circle or oval variations. 
ES ‘| Lends itself well to back 


Not Avi. | lighting by cancealed neon. 
Not Avl. 9g eer 


.| 221, i 
II Ibs. 8 oz. y Not Avil. 





ABCDEFGhKIJKLMNOPQRSTU bd 
oe nee VWXYZE 


Weight Width I cl'r or Sat'n Bright An “integration” of faces 
aiuminum “WAR site Depin (Sd Busty (@iTeugepbene| 220 and 190. Not as bold 
as 190 and less severe than 
220, this face implies verti- 
cal movement in tight hori- 


zontal areas. Good shadow 





patterns result from a CONDENSED 
narrower face consistant 
with adequate depth. GOTHIC 





ABCOEFGhIY KLWNOPGKSTU 
| VWXY 2S 


in Alumilite Alumilite Oxidized Strong and bold, this face 
Aluminum Wi G'd Edg's) (G'd Edg's) Bronze is less flowing than the 
other gothic faces. The less- 
rounded corners give it im- 
pact and a more verticle 
over-all effect. This is an 
7. Ib. 12 oz. h % .| important consideration 
where horizontal space is 

a problem. 
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Average B'k'd Enamel 

















PRISMATIC ROMAN 








BROADWAY 





ABCDEFGHIS KLMNOP QRS TUV 
WXYZ & Re wan TES wage 


in Average of Alumilite Alumilite Oxidized) 
Aluminum Width Stroke Depth (G'd Edg's) (G'd Edg's) Bronze 


A flat-faced letter with the 
elegance of custom styling. 
Basically simple with a 
“solidness” of character. 
Not recommended for base 
mounting because of angu- 
lar stroke terminations. 


ABCDEFGHIJ KLMNOPQRST 
UVWXYZ& 


The old stand-by of insti- 
tutional organizations. A 
classic design reflecting the 
integrity and “solidness” of 
whom it represents. Popu- 
ular with banks, insurance 
companies, savings and 
loan associations, etc. 









Average B'k'd Enamel i 

Weight Width I cl'r or Sat'n§ Bright or 
in Average of Alumilite Alumilite Oxidized 

Aluminum Width Stroke Depth (G'd Edg's) (G'd Edg's) Bronze 































ABCDEFGHIJ KLMNOPQRSTU 
VWXYZE 


A modernized variation of 
number 260. Flat face and 
serif design are combined 
to make this letter popular 
in the commercial field. 
Very legible. 


Average B'k'd Enamel 

Weight Width I cl'r or Sat'n 
in Average of Alumilite 

Aluminum Width Stroke 








ABCDEPGHIY KLMNOPORS STU 
VWXYZ Ss ae ER 


Weight Width I cl'r or Sat'n Bright 
in Average of Alumilite Alumilite Oxidized 
Aluminum Width Stroke Edg’s) (G'd Edg's) Bronze 
A dignified letter not too 
modern, not too ancient. 
Clean styling and _ read- 
ability lends itself well to 
schools, public and semi- 
commercial buildings. 
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ABLCWEFGHVIKLMNOLARSV 
UWWXY LE 


Welokt Width Pee or sat'n Bright on The slanted effect of this 
Aiumtnum WER” ste opm (SY EUs) ede fuewe | face has become popular 

when mixed with other 
style faces to accent an in- 
dividual word or name. 
The obliqueness of the let- 


ter calls attention subtily NELCO GOTHIC 
but pleasingly. 














ABCDEFGHIJK LMNOPQRSTU V 


Average : B’k'd Enamel 4 

se hig 'Alumilite “Alumilite Oxidied| Basically the same as num- 
Aluminum Depth (G'd Edg's) (G'd Edg's) Bronze ber 240 but with a slightly 
wider stroke and a greater 
depth. More dramatic in ef- 
fect, it dresses an otherwise 
severly modern design into 


a more “flowing” line. 





ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU VW 
XYZ&CG00 


in Alumilite “Alumilite Oxidized] A simple thin stroke letter. 
Aluminum p 's) (G'd Edg's “Clean and crisp”, it is 
popular among contempor- 
ary architects. Used against 
light backgrounds and 
building materials it pro- 


vides good shadow pat- STANDARD RIBBON 


terns. 


No. 240 








Average cies hts oe pe . 
eight idt I cl'r or Sat'n Bright . . 
in Alumilite Alumilite Oxidized A combination of our other 


Aluminum Stroke Depth (G'd Edg's) (G'd Edg's) Bronze ribbon faces designed into 
a medium-width face that 
is more bold without being 
“brassy”. It crosses over the 
line from staid and stolid 
institutional letters to a 
more modern application. 
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CUT OUT 


ALUMINUM PLATE 


TRUCK LETTERS 














“One of our fastest-moving 


items. Very popular in the 
commercial field. Soft but 
effective—none of the gar- 
ishness of direct tube light- 
ing. Readability always 
good day or night. 


Fabricated plastic-faced let- 
ters with 1” or more return, 
fitted to stainless steel or 
baked enamel body at 
least 4” in depth. Plastic 
can be white or colored. 
Low maintenance —lighting 
elements are out of the 
weather. 


A heavy aluminum plate 
used where fabrication 
would be impractical. In 
conditions where depth 
makes it impossible to use 
a letter more than one-half 
inch deep, these shallow 
letters are the answer. They 
may be ordered in various 
colors of baked enamel, 
satin or bright alumilite. 
Very adaptable to special 
designs because of the me- 
thod of manufacture. 


This heavy durable metal 
is now finding many uses 
in specialized sign jobs. 
Either Satin Alumilite or 
Baked Enamel, this mater- 
ial is excellent for crosses, 
trademarks and emblems. 
(Add 15% to Satin Alumi- 
lite prices for Gold Ano- 
dized finish.) 


Send us a sketch including 
the size you need — let us 
give you a quotation. 


A novel and eye-catching means of making 
your trucks outstanding in the public eye. 
Easily adaptable to an individual symbol, 
trademark or logotype, metal letters on your 
truck quickly provide “image identification”. 


Cast in aluminum and anodized to the color 
of your choice, these letters are formed into 
a continuous strip with an integrated mount- 
ing bar requiring only a few minutes for 


installation. 


Whether a fleet-owner or a single truck 
operator investigate the possibilities of en- 
hancing your most mobile form of advertis- 
ing. Write us enclosing a simple sketch and 
size of the area to be used. 










Height 4" Depth 6" Depth 8" Depth 


Not Available Not Available 
Not Available Not Available 
33.00 $39.00 


Not Available 
Not acoueure 


Y4"Depth '4"Depth %''Depth %'Depth 'fA''Depth '/)''Depth 
Bkd En'm'l or Bright Bkd En'm'l or Bright Bkd En'm'l or fy pen 


Satin Satin atin 
Alumilite Alumilite Alumilite Alumilite Alumilite Alumilite 


$5.10 


SERBNSsH en 
SABRRRRASGRG 















































2"Depth 2''Depth 3''Depth 3''Depth 4''Depth  4"'Depth 
Bake Satin Bake Satin Baked Satin 
Hat. Enamel Alumilite Enamel Alumilite Enamel  Alumilite 
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Non-Corrosive Pin Set Aluminum or Stainless Expansion Anchor 
In Non-Staining Cement Steel Spacer Stainless Steel 

Cast Aluminum or 

Stainless 

Steel Letter ra See my 


franarnaans Ni eae aw 
oo unuduooouooU: fit lelOuouU0 
Ps Peace —---- i eaarrncracere 7) . u 


PM-1 FLUSH B-3 BRACKET 


Cast or Cast Or 
Fabricated Fabricated 
Letter 


Threaded Pin Pointed On End 





Aluminum 


Aluminum "| d) 
Channel pill Ae 


Screw 


Lag Screw For Wood Base 
Expansion Anchor For Stone Base 


CHANNEL MOUN ; BAR MOUNTING #5 


Fabricated Letter Sheet Metal 
Screw Angle Clip 


Flat Head 
Screw 


Double Nut 
Dene Fabricated Letter 


KEY-HOLE MOUNTING #8 ANGLE MOUNTING #9 BACK-BAR MOUNTING 








at FABRICATION 


TECHNICAL DATA 


REVERSE CHANNEL CHANNEL “HH - TYPE 
(Use Listed Prices) (Use Listed Prices) (Use Listed Prices Plus 30%) 


Face Plexiglass Face Plexiglass Face 
= oe a No. 400 
' ! i] 
Sheet Metal Screw LORELEI DATA 


Sheet Metal Screw | Plastic Tab 


TYPE me sme TYPE ce “BY TYPE = yl ak 
(Use Listed Prices) (Use Listed Prices) (Use Listed Prices Minus 15%) 
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MATERIAL 
SPECIFICATIONS 








TECHNICAL DATA and PRICE EXTRAS 


ALL FABRICATED LETTERS: Periods and commas—% price of letters. DASHES—'2 
price of letters. Price all lettering by their greatest dimension. SCRIPT or SPURRED 
LETTERS—6” to 12” add 30%. 13” to 24” add 20%. 24” to 48” add 15% (these 
price extras are for estimating only—write for exact quotation.) COLORED LETTERS: 
Cast or fabricated—add 10% for 2-color up to 20” high, 15% over 20”. Add $10.00 
for special color (see color chart). Write for prices on letters larger than shown. 


STYLE 400 (LORELEI)—Fabricated with a 1%” deep plexiglass face. Bridged for 
neon tubing. No transformers or neon included. Write for prices on baked enamel 
and fabricated returns. Letters with a stroke under 2” not recommended. (SEE 
PAGE 9 FOR CONSTRUCTION DETAILS.) 


STYLE 270 (Stainless Steel) and 300 (Baked Enamel)—Letters with faces %4" to Va" 
add 10%, %” to %4” add 20%. Depth not to exceed 4 times stroke using these 
price extras. 


STYLE 280 (Stainless Steel Sides — Porcelain Enamel Faces) — Letters with faces 
under 1” available but not recommended. (Write for prices.) 


STYLE 290 (Porcelain Enamel) — Letters with faces under 34” available but not re- 
commended. (Write for prices in cast iron with porcelain enamel finish.) 


STYLE 410 (.091 Aluminum Sheet) — Fabricated aluminum letters now available 
with a porcelain enamel finish. Write for prices. 


FABRICATED #20 GA. BRONZE SHEET LETTERS — Use Style 280 (Stainless Steel) 


prices plus 30%. 


STYLE 405-410 — Add 15% to Satin Alumilite prices for Gold Anodized finish. 


MATERIAL DATA—AIl fabricated letters 
are bridged and reinforced wherever 
necessary to insure sound construction. 
Provision for mounting is incorporated. 


*Considerable savings on all CAST let- 
ters can be effected by fitting require- 
ments to stock styles and sizes shown 
in this catalog. 


STAINLESS STEEL (Fabricated) — Letters 
are fabricated of #20 gauge, AISI type 
302 stainless steel (18-8 alloy), with a 
#2B or #4 finish. #18 gauge is used for 
letters with a stroke of 31%” or more. All 
joints are continuously soldered. No 
joints are used across face of letter. All 
letters guaranteed to be free of wave or 
warp. Grain of the metal runs in same 
direction on all letters (either vertical or 
horizontal). 


CAST ALUMINUM*—All letters are cast 
from #214 and #400 aluminum. Contin- 
vous-belt grinding insures flat, clean 
surfaces. Sides are satin finish. Face 
may be satin finish or polished to bright 
mirror-like finish and ALUMILITED?. 


CAST BRONZE*-—Letters are cast ot tine 
bronze alloy and cleaned by continuous- 


Stainless Steel e Bronze e Colored 
Enamel e Aluminum 


We manufacture all types of crosses — 
cast... fabricated . . . beaded edge 
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belt method. Satin finish may be lac- 
quered or oxidized. 


PORCELAIN ENAMEL (Fabricated) — Let- 
ters are fabricated from #16 gauge 
vitreous enameling steel. All joints are 
welded with a continuous weld. Letters 
are guaranteed to be straight and rigid, 
free from blemishes or scratches. 


BAKED ENAMEL Cast* or (Fabricated) — 
Fabricated letters are made of #20 
guage terne plate (steel body with 
heavy lead coating on both sides). All 
joints are continuousy soldered. Special 
de-greasing and etching processes in- 
sure tight bond of enamel to metal. En- 
amel finish is baked on at 325°F., colors 
available. 


FABRICATED ALUMINUM — letters are 
fabricated at .091 to .125 select quality 
aluminum sheet. All joints are welded 
continuously with a heliarc weld and 
ground smooth. Sides are mill finished. 
Faces may be satin finished or polished 
to a bright mirror-like finish and Alu- 
milited.t+ (Also can be color anodized 
or baked enamel.) Write for special in- 
formation on parcelain-enameled alum- 
inum letters. 


+Patented by Aluminum Co. of America. 


... plastic .. . porcelain face . . . free 
standing . . . wall mounted. 

Back lighting or other special details 
can be incorporated according to your 
specifications. Quotations on request. 
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Be eee 








STANDARD COLORS 


& available for 


BAKED AND PORCELAIN ENAMEL LETTERS 


BLACK and WHITE also available in PORCELAIN or BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 








ae 
hiree | 





979 Fire Red 654 Ivory 972 Tan 946 Light Blue 873 Medium Blue 








54 Toluidine Red 692 Ivory Cream 99 Gray 571 Majestic Blue 28 Brilliant Blue 








570 Red 966 Lemon Yellow 858 Medium Gray 975 Light Green 976 Deep Aqua Blue 














566 Carmine Red 507 Chrome Yellow 977 Blue Green 971 Sherwood Green 282 Flame Blue 
969 Light Brown 980 Medium Brown 304 Dark Green 968 Medium Green 575 Lt. Aqua Blue 
245 Maroon 236 Deep Brown 381 Myrtle Green 1552 Palm Green 967 Peacock Blue 


OFFICIALLY APPROVED COLORS: The 30 standard colors shown on this chart are derived from the Basic Bulletin Colors, 
adopted as color standards by the Outdoor Advertising Association of America, Inc. in October, 1950, after years of 
research and experiment in the formulation of colors which combine maximum attention value with maximum permanence 


€ and resistance to light. 


SPECIAL COLORS can be supplied to match your own color samples, at a slight additional cost, as indicated in the price 
list for each letter style. 


NOTE: Color swatches on this chart are the closest possible approximation of the actual baked-on enamel and porcelain 
enamel colors. An exact match, however, cannot be guaranteed. 
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LENGTH OF SPACE IN FEET (%” = 1 FOOT) 


MODERN BUILDING LETTERS POLISHED OR DURANITE Ne 
CAST ALUMINUM BRONZE STAINLESS STEEL 


STOCK LETTERS SHOWN ALL SIZES 
PLAQUES SCRIPT SPECIAL STYLE 





SPACE 
DETERMINATION 





Because of the variation in width of — speced equidistant from each other. 
letters in a given alphabet and the 


solid area, or mass, occupied by each The chart reproduced here will, how- 


letter, correct spacing is an art depend- °Y& be found helpful in determining 

ing upon a knowledge of good propor- a close approximation of the number 

isn of letters which will fit into a given 
space. Utilize width of one letter for 

Nelco’s precise method of spacing as- space between words. 

sures the client a pleasing sign with ; : 

letters set in the correct esthetic relation- Condensed letters, script or special styles 

ship 40. one daother. must be drawn to scale and full-sized 

® for fabrication. 


Poor spacing results when letters are 


STYLE NO. 1 ; STYLE NO. 3 





















5 O 
STOCK BAKED SATIN STOCK BAKED SATIN } STOCK BAKED SATIN 
SIZES ENAMEL | ALUMILITE SIZES ENAMEL | ALUMILITE SIZES ENAMEL |ALUMILITE 
2 A 


24" $ 85.00 $ 95.00 12" $ 32.00 
30" $ 90.00 $110.00 Ig" $ 55.00 
48" $155.00 $190.00 36" $100.00 

60"" $210.00 


TRADEMARKS and EMBLEMS—Cast, fabricated, screened or porcelain enamel and baked 
namel. Send us your sketch and sizes needed. 








PLAQUES—Cast aluminum or bronze. Please furnish style, size, quantity and copy when 


possible. 
BOX SIGNS—(Single or double face). Fabricated per your specifications from stainless PLAQUES 
steel, aluminum sheet, porcelain enamel or baked enamel. 


Pe Re RS 
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TEMPLATES 


Up to and including 8” letters 
9 to. 16" 
177 toe. 22" 
24” to 36” 


HARDWARE: Pins up to 4” Long and Spacers up to 2” Long 
PM-1 type mounting (aluminum pins) .. 
(Stainless steel pins) 
PM-2 type mounting (aluminum pins and spacers) 
(stainless steel pins and spacers) 


B-3 type hardware 


ALUMINUM BARS 


AS eae Nae .35 per lineal foot 
| idee Kiser eS -45 per lineal foot 
Mare MEAN Wee is osc tte .70 per lineal foot 
Seay Eee ear 90 per lineal foot 
Seka daar A), sabes ore 1.15 per lineal foot 


ies SX ae eee aa 1.35 per lineal foot 


PRICES FOR MOUNTING 
LETTERS TO BAR 


Be 61 NOHOrSs ici 1.00 per letter 
7” - 12” letters..... 1.40 per letter 
13” - 16” letters..... 1.80 per letter 
17” - 24” letters..... 2.20 per letter 


Ce ee ee ee ee ere 


os te 6 #6 e606 se 6 6 8s oa 8 6 ots 5 6 0 ee ee ele wee 8a sO a 8 ee 


Ce ee On i et ee re ee ee 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ea 










letter 
letter 
letter 
letter 


per 
per 
per 


per 


it @ ; 
letter 
letter 
letter 
letter 


per 
per 
per 
per 
per 


ALUMINUM CHANNELS Price 


Ye" x 1” x Ye" .40 per lineal foot 
Ya" x 12" x Ye" .50 per lineal foot 
Ya" x 2” x Ye” .60 per lineal foot 
1” x 2” x Ye" .85 per lineal foot 
1%" x 2%" x Ye" 1.15 per lineal foot 
1” x 3” x Ye” 1.05 per lineal foot 


PRICES FOR MOUNTING 
LETTERS TO CHANNEL 


Dei GE OHOTS Nao .80 per letter 
Pe V2 (Hers ive 1.20 per letter 
13” - 16” letters. ..... 1.60 per letter 
Lie gehsreaby © Wenn iit le panera 2.00 per letter 


IF BAR OR CHANNEL IS TO BE SATIN ANODIZED OR BAKED ENAMEL ° 
ADD 25% PER LINEAL FOOT. (MINIMUM - 8/-0” LENGTH) 


ALL OF THE ABOVE PRICES ARE NET 


DRAWINGS—Scale drawings will be submitted when required to show better spac- 
ing, details of construction and installation method at no extra charge. 


ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS—Indicate design number, material, sizes, type of mou 
ing, finish or color desired. For script and special designs, please send sketch a 
indicate sizes needed. Your sketch will be returned with our quotation. 


‘'e 


TERMS—25% with order, balance C.O.D.—unless credit has been established. No 


Our complete Facilities for Design and Manufacture 
enable us to meet all 


letters may be returned without our written consent. 


Architectural, Advertising and Visual Requirements... 


Our Plus Features 


Nelco is constantly developing new, un- 
usual styles in fabricated letters—to keep 
pace with the latest developments in 
modern architecture. Many extra fea- 
tures are a part of our regular service to 
you, made possible because we manu- 
facture our letters from the sheet or 
ingot to the finished product. planning 
starts with the raw metal and ends with 
an engineered installation. Thru our 
close cooperation with architects and 
other experts in the field, we have es- 
tablished standards which meet the 
highest requirements throughout the 
country. Many installations can be seen 
throughout the United States—and many 
foreign countries. 








design assistance 

Nelco especially invites inquiries from 
architects and designers. Send us your 
design or logotype and space available. 
We will be happy to work with you on 
any special sign problem. 


materials @ colors e finishes 
We are now able to furnish welded 
aluminum fabricated letters. As special 


aluminum alloy is used for cast letters to 
give a brighter finish. For variety of 
finishes see page 10. Write for color 
chart of standard Baked and Porcelain 
Enamel jetters. Outdoor color Anodizing 
for fabricated aluminum letters is now 
available; write for information. 






installation 

Drawings are furnished for all letters 
indicating construction and methods of 
mounting. Nelco brackets have adjust- 
ments to meet irregular mounting sur- 
face conditions. Mounting holes are 
spaced to fit mortar joints on brick walls. 
Special handling of mounting holes can 
be worked out to meet specific require- 
ments. 


Suggested Specifications 

Furnish and install all Metal Letters as 
manufactured by Nelco Metalcraft, Inc. 
where called for on the plans, and of 
the size and types indicated below. 








SIZE. _______ MATERIA 
FINISH 
STYLE DEPTH. 








STROKE 

















Digitized by: 


si 





INTERNATIONAL 


ASSOCIATION 
FOR 
PRESERVATION 
TECHNOLOGY, 
INTERNATIONAL 


www.apti.org 


BUILDING 
TECHNOLOGY 
HERITAGE 
LIBRARY 


https://archive.org/details/buildingtechnologyheritagelibrary 


From the collection of: 


NATIONAL 
BUILDING 
ARTS 
CENTER 


‘http://web.nationalbuildingarts.org 


